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Proposal


Grant Request: £2,000
To provide 75 home starter packs for people moving from homelessness into housing via the Homeless Starter Pack Scheme

Project

Good quality second hand goods are received in order to make up starter packs, although for health and safety reasons, each pack has a new duvet, pillow and kettle.  Goods are collected via appeals through the church and also leafleting residential areas. Any goods that are not obtained second hand are then purchased new by the group.
The council is working to national targets to halve the number of people in temporary accommodation by 2010. In 2005/6, there were 1,303 homeless applications and 718 homeless acceptances.
The starter packs help to encourage newly housed people to remain in their homes, as a bare flat is often a good incentive for people to go back on the streets. Statutory services are not required to provide essentials for people who have been re-housed.
The group distributed 59 starter packs last year and funding would enable them to provide around 75 packs throughout 2010. This is a small, local project that not only benefits vulnerable people but also recycles unwanted goods for further use.




Proposal


Grant Request: £2,000
To provide advocacy and support for people with dementia

Project

The Dementia Care project has been running since 2005. The primary service Advocacy First offers is enabling those with dementia to remain in their own homes, with support from social services and other agencies. In addition, they are often asked to support people with regard to wills, power of attorney and dealing with family relations.
The group has good local links to the Alzheimer’s Society, mental Health Trust and social services. They expect to see an ongoing increase in the number of referrals to the group, which currently stands at about 10 referrals each month.

All of the group’s advocates are fully trained with accreditation gained through the National Open College Network. The group currently see around 130 people each year through the project, some of which involves multiple visits whilst others can be dealt with by a telephone call.

There is no statutory funding available locally at present, as the borough commissioned mental health provision only last year and not advocacy. 




Proposal


Grant Request: £2,000
To contribute towards casework running costs, meals and a cold weather shelter for vulnerable people, including those who are homeless and those with mental health issues.

Project

The group’s clients are people who are street homeless, in temporary accommodation, have alcohol and drug problems, users of mental health services and those with learning difficulties.  

In addition to case work, core activities include providing fortnightly meals at Bromley URC church for about 40 people, at least 30 of whom are vulnerable.  Here they get a chance to meet each other and a few members of local churches and local community and through this develop social skills and confidence and feel they are valued members of the community.  Meals also provide a way of the group establishing and maintaining contact with these vulnerable people, many of whom access the project’s casework and welfare services during the week.  In the past 2 years 150 different people have accessed the group’s services through attending the fortnightly dinner.
In Bromley there are no other direct support services for homeless people.  Bromley Council’s Homelessness Unit acknowledges due to statutory limitations it is unable to provide support for single non-priority homeless males – who are a significant group within the group’s beneficiaries.  Currently people come to the project through word of mouth and signposting from other statutory and voluntary agencies with whom the group are linked.  

Many of their 15 volunteers are themselves beneficiaries who feel isolated or lack confidence because of long term health problems and/or long-term unemployed.  
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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Peter and St Paul Bromley





Established


Project - 2007





Annual Income 


2008:  £228,000


Project = £1,200





Organisation


Staff  0


Volunteers  2


Beneficiaries  75























5000 Project





Established


2006





Annual Income 


2009 £11,349





Organisation


Staff  0


Volunteers  15


Beneficiaries  450
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Advocacy First





Established


1998





Annual Income 


2009 £157,000





Organisation


Staff    2 f/t, 2p/t


Volunteers  15


Beneficiaries  100
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